
CONSULTATION AGREEMENT WITH BC HYDRO 
REGARDING THE PROPOSED SITE C DAM 

òPEOPLE WORKING TOGETHER ON THE PEACE RIVERó 



The Treaty 8 First Nations (T8FNs), through the leadership of the Council of Treaty 8 Chiefs, signed the 
Consultation Agreement (CA) in January 2009 effective to March 31 st, 2010 with BC Hydro.  The 
Council of Treaty 8 Chiefs, referred in the CA as the Treaty 8 First Nations, includes representation from 
Fort Nelson First Nation, Doig River First Nation, Halfway River First Nation, Prophet River First Nation, 
Saulteau First Nations, and West Moberly First Nations.  The CA was negotiated in conjunction with BC 
Hydroõs described òStagesó to contemplate the proposed Site C project as follows: 

 

1. Review of Project Feasibility 
2. Project Definition and Consultation ð Represents the Stages                             
  where BC Hydro signed the CA with the T8FNs 
3.  Regulatory  - Environmental Assessment 
4.  Engineering 
5.  Construction 
 

The CA provides the opportunity for the T8FNs to review commu-
nity concerns, establish technical assessments, and present po-
tential Section 35 (1) impacts with BC Hydro regarding the pro-
posed Site C reservoir and dam project on the Peace River. 
Note that consultation between BC Hydro, as the proponent of 

the Site C reservoir and dam, and the interested parties, including First Nation members, is antici-
pated to occur during all of the five òStagesó of project development, should BC Hydro recommend 
to proceed to Stage 3, Regulatory ReviewñEnvironmental Assessment.  
The CA describes an agreed process to assist the T8FNs in addressing community concerns and 
technical issues through three phases that are based on time frames:  
 

Phase One  ð Dissemination of Site C information to the T8FNs, initial 6 months (June 2009). 
Phase Two    ð Identification of Concerns and Potential Impacts for the T8FNs, 6 months (December 2009).  
Phase Three ð Mitigation and Accommodation (January ð March 2010)  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Purpose  of the CA with BC Hydro:  
1. Respect the Section 35 (1) Rights of the T8FNs and use best efforts 

between the parties to address agreed subject matters to resolve 
before the proposed project moves to Stage 3 of the BC Hydro 
process, and  

 

2. Identify the T8FNs potential effects or impacts of the proposed Site C 
development and potential mitigation and accommodation meas-
ures with respect to the T8FNs Section 35 (1) Rights for the purpose of 
Stage 2. 
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BC Hydro has communicated that the information gathered from the environmental and socio -
economic studies, as well as from consultation with the general public and the First Nations, will be 
made available to the BC Hydro Board of Directors in the Fall 2009 to further decide whether the pro-
posed project should proceed to Stage 3 - Regulatory ReviewñEnvironmental Assessment. 

Following BC Hydroõs presentation to the Board, the BC Hydro Board of Directors will make recommen-
dations to the Provincial Government to either proceed to the Regulatory Stage or not.  Therefore the 
T8FNs are working to ensure they can present a position to BC Hydro either collectively or as individual 
Nations in conjunction with this timeframe.  This timeline has been the baseline for the development of 
the three phases of the CA. The BC Government is the ultimate decision maker regarding whether or 
not to proceed to each next Stage of BC Hydroõs 5 Stage evaluation and consultation process.  

If the BC Government supports the project, they will instruct BC Hydro to submit an application to the 
Environmental Assessment Office. 

 

What will the T8FNs Team be addressing?  

The CA provides support for the T8FNs to address seven areas; 
1. Further review of the environmental impacts.   
2. Resources that would be affected.     
3. Socio-economic impacts.  
4. Review baseline BC Hydro studies to date.   
5. Potential infrastructure impacts. 
6. Explore appropriate mitigation strategies.  
7. Initiate discussions regarding potential compensation.   
 

The CA also recognizes the T8FNs additional request to discuss such things as further review of govern-
ment legislation and how this affects the T8FNs Communities, BC Hydro timeline, the need to include 
traditional knowledge in the review, and  further discussions regarding past Treaty right infringements.   

 

Why have the T8FNs Signed the Consultation Agreement?  

The objective of the 15 month CA is to have each of the T8FNs Com-
munities equipped with enough information to make a decision of 
either supporting the proposed BC Hydro Site C reservoir and dam, or 
not.  Until then, the individual T8FNs and the collective Council of 
Treaty 8 Chiefs positions on the proposed Site C reservoir and dam 
project will be undefined.  

The CA is ònotó an agreement concerning substantive consultation 
itself, but rather, it is an agreement to set out the topics for discussion 
(the òshopping listó), the process for consultation (òwhenó and òhowó it 
will be done) and capacity funding to allow the T8FNs to develop 
their participation.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 


